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. 07 ſdering he's great Variety 
Sl of Opinions and Humours 
that are in the World, aud 
42 the courſe Treatment even 

of the moſt celebrated Authors, upon 
be moſt ſublime Subjects; a Man had 
Ineed to have a good Share of Courage, 
and 4 firm Aſſurance of the Jultice of 
his Cauſe, e, that ventures to appear Pub. 

Wits in ſuch a cenſorious Age. 


| The Author does preſume he in thus 
1 ſupported; but declares, that what he 
bas here written, u purely def u d to in- 
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ThePrEFACE. 


form the honeſt and well-meaning Chri- bf 
ſtian, whether Conformiſt or Diſlen- hi 
ter, by whom he hopes it may be can- ht 
didly receiv'd in Proportion to the Inte- 


grity o his Intentions. 


Upon the Publication of the Bull 


_agains} SCHISM, I found that many Þ 
People held hot Diſp utes for and againſt j 
the. Bill, who 4% not in Reality know © 
what was meant by Schiſm ; and like- 
wiſe fince that, {ge Pernicious Pam- 


phlets have come Abroad, which, inſtead 


of convincing People what it was, have 
directly tended to confirm them in their 
Schiſmatical Principles. I waited for 


ſome Time, to ſee if the Learned would 
undertake to clear this Point, again$l 


thoſe blind Leaders of the Blind: But 


being diſappointed in that Expectation, 


here preſent the World with ſuch 


Thoughts as have occurr'd to my own 


Reading and Experience 2 And I pro- 


Sie the Reader be ſhall find no Savor l 


The PRETACE. 


i- bf a poyſonous Bitter in it, unleſo 
n- bu inveterate Prejudice ſhall prompt 
n. him maliciouſly to pervert the Peaceable 


De ſien of it. 


I aſſure the World, that the Quota- 
fl tions are genuine; and as the Collecti- 
pn # largely made from the Authors of 
greateſt Note among the Diſlenters, I 
hope it may ſerve to convince Men of 
their Sentiments of Schiſm, and leave 
n- the Brethren of the ſame Profeſſion, 
ad without any Poſſibility of Cavil or Al 
ve ſwer. 5 


1 ” 
or The whole was intended, and ready 
ud for the Preſs, before the Deceale of 


a our late moſt gracious and truly pious 
u Qu E EN; but it is certainly not too 
2 lere, even now, to promote Unity a- 
ich mong our ſelves, and a moſt affeftionate 
vn Loyalty, and filial Obedience, to 
0. our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE, 
which is beſt demonſtrated by our chear- 
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ful Compliance with thoſe wholeſome x 


Laws, which have been enacted for the 
Benefit of the Subject, and whereof his 
Majeſty (under God) is the great Pro- 
tector and Defender. 1 1 


And now let every 8 Sub. 8 
ject implore the Divine Goodneſs, o 
preſerve him from all the Helliſh Defigns 


of his Enemies; to bleſs him with * 


Health of Budy, aud Soundneſs of Un- } 
derſtanding; with a numerous Progeny 9 


of long-liv'd Princes ; with miſe and 
farhful Counſellors, and a truly Religi- | 


ous Clergy ; with an FN and judicious \ 
Magiſtracy, and an obedient Commonal- 
ty; and when it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty +; 
King of Kings, to call him hence to the r 


Kingdom of Glory, may it be after a Y 


long, very long, happy. and Peaceable Ac 
Rewn over theſe Kingdoms ; ; which T bh 
the hearty mew of his tf Hel-. 


wiſber, 
| 3, C. i 
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1 and Conde yn 4 e. 


t 1 any Koga & 
Nation, conf! ving Whole- 
| Tome and gebd Lo efeablidh'l. 
Ali the fup Nat Governor, or Gotey- 
< Sh "ors, ebnen y diſtributing 
Fate to all over en they 
fare ſet; as allo, in having an obedient People, 
not -onll quiet" arid eaſy under the lam ful Com- 
mands of their Rulers, but likewiſe ready. and 
willing to afſiſt at all Calls for the National 
Good; not murmuring at any Act of Govern- 
ent, that does not ſquare with their Opinions 
I. or Fancies; but in all Things ſubmitting them- 
ö "4 ſelves as becometh good Subjeds, and Hithful 
- Servants of our Saviour Chrift. 
| In the World are and have been many and 
C | different Governments. Not to ſpeak of Thiv- 
2 eratical, as Patriarchal and Fubichal, under the 
old Lay, which were of God's immediate Ap- 
pointment; 
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frequently as arbitrary, tho not ſo diſcernible 


happy. 


ta the Detriment of ſome few, who muſt ſubmit, 7 
as in all publick Affairs, the Minor to the Ma. o 
Jo: And it ought to be concluded, that the 
Legiſlature, from their great Wiſdom, aiming at 
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pointment; I ſhall take Notice of the three 
Sorts now in Being; namely, Lemocratical; a 
Government by the People, that is, by the { 
Heads of the People, elected by them; and very 
by the People, as any Government. Of this Sort 
are the ſeven United Provinces, where the People 
are kept under as great Subjection, as in any e 
other Chriſtian Government. Secondly, Ariſto ay 
cratical, viz. Government by Nobles ; of this 
Sort is Venice, where Government is likewiſe & 
arbitrary; and no Wonder, for that the Popiſb Se 
Religion is eſtabliſh'd there, that and arbitray 
Power being always inſeparable. Thirdly and A; 
laſtly, Regal, under which we are govern'd. & 
And altho' this Sort of Government in other 1 
Kingdoms, be as arbitrary as any of the reſt; yet, in 
to our Glory and Happineſs, this of Great Bri- 
** ſo order d and ſettled by good and whole. ff 
ſome Laws, by mutual Agreement of the King f 


and People, that when the Prince is conſcien- f. 


- 


ſtributed, and a harmonious Agreement among 
the People cultivated; then is the Prince not 3 
only the moſt powerful, but alſo moſt hon. 
able, and the "People are moſt proſperous and 4 


tiouſly obey'd, Juſtice to the People equally di- f. 


a 


And as the Laws of this Realm are made by * 
the:King, Lords, and: Commons; ſo do they tend 3 
to the Good of the whole. Tho tis morally 4 
impoſſible to make any Law, that ſhall not be 
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4 he National Good, take all poſſible Precautions, 
Hat as fem ſhall ſuffer as may be. 

And as the Conſtitution of this Kingdom con- 
be 4 1 eth in the mutual Support of the Preroga- 
of tlie Prince, and bf the Liberties, and Pro- 
les of the People, ſo do the People quietly 


ort Injoy their Rights and Liberties, and alſo many 
e Advantages by the Prerogative, that being in- 
ny tended for the Good of the People in general; 

4% and when the Government fails not to act righte- 


his pſy, is always ſo. As for thoſe who will not 


i 4 6 nform to our happy Eſtabliſhment, may we 
pip Feaſonably judge, they will never be eaſy un. 
an ger any Government. And tho it is ſome Un- 
nd Fappineſs to every Nation to have ſuch Prople 
1d. in it, for that they will certainly make others 


2 ee, allo; yet as it is the Buſineſs of thoſe 
et, 1 Authority, to take all lawful Meaſures to 
71 breſerve the Conſtitution ſound, by cutting 1 
le. #he rotten Members oß its Body; 0 will all gool 

aws 


7g ind peaceable Subjects rejoyce when the 

en- are put in Execution againſt incorrigible Offen- 
* | Herz. And without this coerci ve Power of the Law, 
ne ho Man can ſecurely reſt in Poſſeſſion of his 
not guſt Rigbts, nor call any Thing his own, _ 
10. Ard as the Government of this Land, in Tem- 
nd. 2 Ben is ſupported by the moſt wholeſom and 


9 ccelleiit Laws; fo 1s. it allo in Matters Spi- 
A "Its fp vir ts 1s —_— So that thoſe 
rdination, and b * 


15 


B two 


two Fxtreams, viz; on one Side of the grand 
Abyſs of Popery, conſiſting of erroneous Doctrine: 1 
in Principles, and Idolatry and Superſtition in . 
Worſhip; and on the other hand, of the many-% 
headed Hydra of confus d Sects and Opinion, * 
And this is no light Conjecture, but ſolid Truth 7 
in every Particular, each of thoſe Parties aim. Mf 
ing at the Deſtruction of this Church; the Pu. 5 
pit principally at the whole Reformation *&. 
throughout the World: The Diſſenters, by be. 7%; 
ing deluded by the Romiſh. Emiſſaries, are per- 35 
ſuaded to believe, that the eſtabliſſd Worſhip #p 
of this Land, is no other than the Popiſb Maſs ® 
it ſelf, and ſo are brought to abhor, not only 
the Matter of the * but even the &. 
very Appellation or Name of it. And by the 
Inſtigation of the great Enemy of Mankind, 
and the aforeſaid Incendiaries of Rome, many 
are brought to an Abhorrence of a Religious 
Conformity with us, grounded upon ſuch Pleas 
as are in themſelves not only trifling, but ſo 
very vain, that, as the Apoſtle in another Caſe 
ſays,- tis a Shame even to ſpeak of them; all 
which have been by many learned Men of f. 
this Church, largely and amply confuted. The 
moſt learned among the Diſſenters themſelves, i, 
when, and wherever they have been upper- 8. 
moſt in Government, have condemn'd Separati- n 
on, from what was then eftabliſh'd, as Schiſma- 34 
tical. Inſtances of this Kind there are innume- n. 
rable: I ſhall not mention many, for that I H;, 
mean not to {well this into a Volume, in- 65 
tending only by theſe, to ſhew the Ignorant er. 
the Nature of $Schiſm, and dangerous Conſe- | 


 Schiſma | | 


quence of continuing in it. 
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lemonſtrate from the following familiar Syl- 


TT 
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In every Country where the Chriſtian Reli- 


ie 1 ion is nationally profeſs d, the Legiſlature have 


Power to eſtabliſh by a Law, a Publick Worſhip 
of For the Service of God, and to appoint both 
Time and Place to aſſemble at, to perform the 
es, ſame; which ſhall bind the Conſciences of all 
. Fubjects to obey the Ixj undtions laid on them 
py that Law, provided there be no Hetero- 
4 foxy in the Expoſitions of the Holy Scriptures, 
nor Idolatry, or Superſtition, allowd in the Pub- 
* Wick Worſhip. But, on the contrary, if the Holy 
Geriptures are orthodoxally expounded, the Sa- 
craments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper re- 
Zeularly and conſtantly adminiſter'd, and the 
 R'o2r/1p of God, in as 0 either taken 71 
Kd _ . 


(Ss) 


cf, or agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, and n 
Practice of the primitive and pureſt Churches: 
in all Ages, trom the Apoffles, down to this 


preſent Time, if its Cenemonies be few, and the 
Manner of Performance, decent and orderly, 


Chriſt's Catholic ꝶ Church. 


1 - 


But the Church of England is thus eftabliſh'd Y 
in Doctrine, in Sacraments, in Publiek Worſhip, f 


both in Subſtance, and Manner, and Ceremonies, 


purely tending to Decency and Order, promo- * 
ting God's Glory, and the better Edification of 


* 2 . 


its Memhers. 


1 


* 


= 


out of Pretence of better Fdification from Preach- 


ing, or greater Purity in Prayer, do withdraw 


themſelves from their Duty of attending in 
the Jarochial Churches, either the Preaching, or 
the Publick | Worſhip, and join themſelves to 


ſeparate Meetings, in Oppoſition to the eftabliſh'd J} 


Church, they are juſtly to be deem'd- Schiſma- 


it, they rend and tear themſelves from it; or 


Cafes, (the Church of England, being not only 
# ſound, but alſo the pureſt Part of Chriſt's 
 Catbolick. Charch) by thus dividing, they may 
juſtly be ſaid to ſeperate, not only from this 
Church, but alſo from the Holy Cxtholicꝶł Church, 
_ Profeſsd in our Creed; and what the Conſe- 


0 


ſuence of that may be, T would to God they 1 


would ſeriouſly weigh. Nor can any Lam, in 


my 


6 3 Th | 5 . 1 
tending to God's Honour, and the People's Edi. 


fication + Whatever Church is thus ſettled, it 
cannot juſtly be deny'd to be a true Part of 


Therefore, whoever, being Native Subjects, 


if they have not, they contumaciouſly refuſe 1 
to join themſelves to it. And in either of theſe 


A <4-PJ 
my Opinion, tho it may exempt Men from 
es the Penalty enioin d in the Ad for Conformity, 
is free the Conſcięuses of thoſe that refuſe to con- 
form to the aforeſaid National Eftabliſhment ; but 
v, ſuch aſſuredly render themfelves obnoxious to 
i- the juſt Judgment of him-, who is the God of 
Order, Love, and Unity, as being guilty of the 
of Breach of this Triple Bond. | 
Now, I take it for granted, that this is a ſuffi- 
'd cient Definition of Schiſin, viz. The ſeparating 
ip, from, or refuſing to join with ſo pure a Church 
as is this eſtabliſh'd in this Land by the Na- 
tives of it. And that Schiſm is in its own Na. 
ture very ſinful, wall appear both from the ma- 
ny evil Conſequences reſulting from it, from 
the Opinions and heavy Cenſures laid on Separa- 
- *tifts by the moſt eminent Teachers among both 
ww 7 Pre/byterians, and other Separatiſts. | 
in In order to make this appear, let us conſider 
how the Preſbyterian Church - Governors, after 
they had brought Epiſcopacy into Obſcurity, be- 
14 Jhav'd themſelves towards thoſe that did not 


a. conform to their Eſtabliſhment. And I am apt 
of to believe we ſhall find, upon Examination, 


their Notes ſtrangely chang d. For when the 
iſe Church of England enjoy'd an entire Tranquili- 


ſe ity, then, not to grant Liberty of Conſcience to 
Iy all, and in the moſt extenſive Senſe, was Perſe- 


3 


ts cution in the ſuperlative Degree. But when 


» 


ay John Preſbyter ſlipt into the Saddle, then Liberty 
his f Conſcience was a Sin of the firit Magnitude. 
Hou! was Tolleration, when the Church of Eng- 
land was uppermoſt, abſolutely neceſſary to be 
granted to all for Conſcience Sake? And when 


the Preſbyterians had wickedly got the Domina- 


tion, 


(8) 


tion, Was 5 it then to be deny d to all as an abo- 


minable Sin? This cannot but be thought by 
all well-meaning People, that are Strangers to 


controverfial Matters, to be a Faradox : But it is 


Matter f Fact, and I ſhall plainly evince the 


Truth of it, from the Sayings of ſeveral of the 
moſt Eminent of them, in "their Sermons deli- 


ver'd to their then Governors. 


1 ſhall begin with Dr. Cornelius Beige 


In Als Sermon, Nov. 5. 1641, he told the 


Ho, of Commons, That the 4 Church was laid 


< waſte, and expos 'd to Confuſion, under the 


« plauſible Pretence of not forcing Mens Con- 
© ſciences: And that to put all Men into a 


© Corſe of Order and Uniformity in Gods 


* Way, is not to force the Conſcience, but to ſet 
up God in his due Place, and to bring all his 
* People into Paths of Righteouſneſs and Life. 
"And in his Sermon before the Commons, March 
the zoth, 1642, ſpeaking of the Incurableneſs 
of Diviſions, when once got to a Head, Do 
you not (ſays he) ſee or hear daily of the Di- 
orders, Sects, Rents, and Schiſms, that every 

chere bud forth already, and threaten all 
Order, Unity, and Government? And he il- 
5 luſtrates, by a familiar Sinile, the dangerous 
Conſequence of a dividing Temper , * „ For (ſays 
" —_— give the Water but a Paſſage, without 
Rakes: up the Banks, and you know how 

: foon whole Seas will break in npon us, and 
* render” all irrecoverable and ineurable. If 
one Difficulty occur to Day, "twill be doubled, 


* e to Morrow. There is no Fh. 
C * 8 2 


69 


* 


dra ſo fertile of Heads, as Error and Schiſin, 


* 


grown to ſome Strength and Maturity; it 
will aſk but a ſhort Time of Connivance; 
-- © afterwards, - there will be 110. curbing nor 
ſnaming of it. Nothing is fo confident as 
gnorance, impudent as Falſhood, and catch- 


ing as Error. 


1 o * «x 
* * o 
8 


5 | | "Be 4434342382 21 429 | I £9 : 
The famous Mr. Calamy, in a Sermon before 


the Commons, October 22, 1644, charges them 

SO. nog: flv Apa < xgv. 
In caſe they are negligent in the Uſe; of 
their Civil Power, to prevent . theſe growing 
+ © Evils, (ſays he, with an Emphaſis upon the 


Words, you and your 3) if you do not labour ac 


2 


«© cording to von, Duty and Power, to ſuppreſs 
= Cc . | n | 
>< the Errors and Hereſies that are ſpread in the 


Kingdom, all theſe Errors are your Errors, and 
+* theſe Hereſies are your Hereſies; they. are your 


Sins; and God calls for a Parhamentary-Re- 
* pentance fram:you for them this Day. Ton 
are the Anabaptaſts ; you are the Antinomians; 
and 'tis you that hold, that all Religions are 
to be tolerated, &c. Theſe are your Errors, 
* if they ſpread by Connivance; for the Sins of 
old Elis Sons, are imputed to Eli himſelf; and 
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* ſter of Opinion. The one is, that every Man 
is to be left to the Liberty of his own Reli- 
gion; an Opinion the moſt pernicious and 


* deſtructive, as to the Souls of Men, ſo to the x 
© Common-weal of the Kingdom. That Li- 
© berty of believing what Men will, (or of 
© holding what Faith they pleaſe) is no other 
than a Liberty of erring, and of erring in a & 
© Matter that concerns the eternal Salvation of 


the Soul; wherein to err, cannot but be moſt 


dangerous and deſtructive. ' Diverſity, of Re- 7}, 
* gion disjoints and diſtracts the Minds of 
Men, and is the Seminary of perpetual Ha- 
* treds, Jealouſies, Sedition, Wars, if any Thing & 
in the World be; and, in a little Time, ei- © 
© ther a Schiſm in the State, begets a Schiſm in 


© the Church, or a Schiſm in the Church, be. 
gets a Schiſm in the State; that is, either Re. 


* ligion and the Church is prejudic'd by Civil 9 
* Contentions, or Church - Controverſies and © x 
© Diſputes about Opinions, break out into Civil $ 
Wars. Men will at laſt take up Swords and 


Nothing will ſatisfy ſome, but a Toller- 
tion of all Religions, and all Opinions. 
© Church-Gevernment and Diſcipline is to lon * 
4 Fiction, to others a Lyranny and Perfecu- 
tion. Ah, Brethren ! this is a Provocation, ? 
and will be a Provocation; for this, God max 
turn us into the Wilderneſs again. And at 
ſome Diſtance hence, he farther expreſſes him- |? 
ſelf after this Manner: © We are come to down- ? 
right Libertiniſm. There are two Opinions, e 
* which, if enconragd, will open a Door to & 
* Twrciſm, Fudaiſm, Atheiſm, Polytheiſm, any Mon- 8 


= 
A PF 

I Spears, inſtead of Pens, and defend by Arms 
what they cannot do by Arguments. 
And after telling them their Duty, which 
Jas, to preſerve and reform Religion, and ex- 
Hrpate Hereſy and Schiſm, which they had co- 
penanted to do; he lays before them the diſ- 
mal Conſequences of their Supineneſs in this moſt 
weighty Affair, and that with ſome Concern: 
Por, ſays he, if once we come to this, that 
„ © any Man be ſuffer d to teach what he pleaſ- 
Feth, to ſeduce whom he liſt, to be of what 
Faith or Religion ſeems good in his own Eyes; 
farewell Covenant, farewel Reform'd Religion, 
farewel the Peace and Glory of Exgland, if 
that Day once come! — It is not uſual, nay, 
it is not poſſible, that they which love God 
> ſincerely, ſhould deſire to cheriſh differing 
Religions: For it is moſt certain, he that 
A oo contrary Religions, believes neither of 
'$FTNem. | 


9 
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pnons, March 26, 1645, delivers himſelf thus: 

2 © I doubt not but your Souls abhor that bloo- 
dy Tenet to the Souls of Men, That it is the 
Duty of the Magiſtrate to tollerate all Reli- 
gions. What is it that ſhall be unlawful, if 
Ithis be lawful, for every Man to make a Law 
and Religion for himſelf? — Such Allowance 
would prove deſtructive to Holineſs, both per- 
4 ſonal and domeſtical : Omnis Religio & nulla 
Keligio, A Toleration of all Religions, would 
3 ſoon dwindle into no Religon, &c. 
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Dr. Burgiſs to the Commons, April 30, 1645, 
3 admoniſheth them, .. 
To beware of thoſe Compliances with, and 3 
Indulgences to all Sorts. of Sects and Schiſms, 
now pleaded for, both by Words and Wri- Þ 
tings; as if it were Part of Chriſt's Legacy,. 
and his People's Liberty, to be of what Re. 
ligion they will, (he brings a weighty Text or 
two of Scripture, to ſhew, that God himſelf 
will have Uniformity in Religion, )- viz. I pill 
give them one heart, and one way, that they may Þ 
* feur me for ever, Jer. xxxii, 39. That is, That 
* they may all call upon the Name of the Lord, to 
* ferve him with one conſent, Zeph. iii. 9. (He goes 
cn.) Did Chriſt aſcend up on High, and give 7 
© Gifts unto Men, and give ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
* Prophets, ſome Evangelifts, and ſome Teachers, for 
* the per fecting of the Saints, for the Work of tbe 
* Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, % 
till we all come into the Unity of the Faith? And 7 
is it Perſecution, and Anti chriftianiſm, to en- 
gage all to Unity and Uniformity? Doth 1 
Faul bid the Philippians to beware of the conci- 
© fon? Phil. iii. 2. Doth he beſeech the Ro. 
* mans to mark thoſe which cauſe diviſions and of- 
* fences, contrary to the Doctrine which they had re. 
* ceivd, and avoid them? And that upon this 
Ground, That they who are ſuch, ſerve not the © 
Lord Feſus, but their own bellies; however, by 
* good words and fair ſpeeches, they decerve the hearts . 
* of the ſimple © Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Doth he, . 
* (writing to the Galatians) wiſh, I would they + 
* were cut f that trouble yon? Gal. v. 12. And, 
is it ſuch an heinous Offence now, for the 
faithful 


| 


A 


nt 


— r af AIR ome 5 a. LES £2 "_ = - — IM 
— — * 4 _ 1 — +-'S. -—S — Cn Dt EE = — 
2 rl b Xx 222 jo : 8-4 ” KS — ns — beans — 2 
Mt. Sa; 4 . L. 3 . . * — — — 
— - ——U— — 7 — _—_— — ws —— _ - 4 eb I 
* 
* 
. 


1 
x 


ee 


(13) 


faithful Servants of Chriſt, . to adviſe you 
to the ſame Courſe? O Heavens! be aſtoniſh d 
at this, and bluſh for the Ignorance of ſome, 
and Impudence of others, that dare ſo boldly 
preis for ſuch a Toleration, which none but 
F vain, deſtructive Thoughts of carnal Men, 
can look upon without Indignation and Hor- 
or. 


Beware, ſays he, how you e to thoſe 


* Fmpyricks and Syrens, who ſcek to charm the 
World into a deep Slecp, by preſenting their 
Confidence of a Neceility of Co 

all Sorts of Sectaries; yea, of truſting the 
Sword in their Hands, for fear of loſing the 
Godly Party, (as too many proudly ſtile them- 
# ſelves, by way of Difference from all that are 
not of their Opinions and Ways.) What is 
this, but to teach God a new Form of Poli- 
1 ticks? To proclaim, that it is not always ſafe 


ompliance with 


to hold out the Truth of the Goſpel, and to 


command all Men to embrace it; but much 
# Cafer to halt between two Opinions ? Belike, 
King Foſab went beyond his Bounds, when, 
after himſelf had ſworn a ſolemn Covenant 
to the Lord, he made all Fudah and Benjamin 


; 4 to ſtand tO We z and made all | that were pr ſeut 


4 in Iſrael, to ſerve the Lord their God, 2 Chron. 


„ xxx1v. 32, 33. And Aſa much more, when 
he drew the People into a Covenant, That 


3 g PPoſoever would . ſeek. the Lord God of Iſrael, 
2 * Gauld be put to death, whether ſmall or great, 
man or women, 2 Chron. XV. 13. But the am- 
ple and tranſcendent Commendations, Which 
the Lord gives unto theſe pious Kings, eſpe- 
# clally in Reference to their Sinccrity, and 
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* Zeal of reforming and ſettling of Religion in 
one uniform Way, may ſufhciently warrant % 
and encourage all religious Magiſtrates to 
take Care, that all under their Government 
ſhould ſerve the Lord with one Shoulder; 
this being not a Tyranny over Men, but the 


K OI 0 


Privilege of the Goſpel. Settle this in your 


Hearts: God's Truth, the Worſhip and Diſci- ? 


* pline of Chriſt, ſet up and eſtabliſh'd in one 
uniform Way, never prejudic d any Nation or 
State, (where it had 1 Paſſage) in any the 
* leaſt Degree; but hath ever been their Safe- 


* ty, Happineſs, and Honour. It is Error, 
(how much ſoever cry'd up) not Truth, (how % 


much ſoever cry'd down and blaſphem d) that 
makes and foments Factions and Rents.—— 
Let People enjoy their juſt Privileges and Li. 
© berties,. wherewith Chriſt hath made them 


free; not ſuch Licentiouſneſs as is abus'd for 


© a Cloak of Naughtineſs. 


In the Arguments of the Scottzh Commiſſio- 
ners, Page 3 and 4, they preſsd, in the firſt 
Place, Uniformity in Religion, as the only 
Means to preſerve Peace, and to prevent ma- 


* ny Diviſions and Troubles: A Thing very 
becoming the King to ene, according to 
© the Practice of the goo 


© and Politicians are for. 


Mr. Calamy, January 14, 1645, in bis Sermon 
before the Lord Mayor, breaks out into this 


Lamentation. | 


he Churches of Chriſt lie deſolate; Church- 
* Reformation is obſtructed; Church Diſcipline 
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Kings of Fudah ; and 
a Thing which, they ſay, all found Divine 
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js unſettled; and Church-Diviſions increas d. 
The famous City of London is become an 
* Amſterdam; Separation from our Churches, is 
countenanc'd; Toleration is cryd up; Au- 
„ thority lieth aſleep; Diviſions, whether they 
* be Eccleſiaſtical or Political, in Kingdoms, 
Cities, or Families, are infallible Cauſes of 
Ruin to them. 7 
+ © Hereby the Hearts of People are mightily 


diſtracted ; many are hinder'd from Conver- 
ſion; and even the Godly themſelves have 


F loſt much of the Power of Godlineſs in their 
Lives. I fay, the Hearts of the People are 
2X mightily difturbd, while one Miniſter preach- 
eth one Thing as a Truth of the Goſpel, and 
another Miniſter preacheth the quite contrary, 
e with as much Confidence as the former. 


* If Diviſions be deſtructive to Kingdoms, 


Cities, and Families, this reproveth thoſe that 
are the Authors and Fomenters of theſe Divi- 
* ſions that are now among us. Theſe are the 
* Incendiaries of England. If he that ſets ons 
* Houſeon Fire, deſerveth hanging; how much 
more they that ſet a whole Kingdom on Fire? 
If he that murthers one Man, muſt be put to 
Death; much more he that murders three 
Kingdoms? Mark them (ſaith the Apoitle, Ro- 
man xv1. 17.) that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 
7 contrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them: Avoid them as the greateſt Ene- 
mies to England. Theſe are like the Salaman- 


der, that cannot live but in the Fire of Con- 


tent ion: Theſe are of a Jeſuitical Spirit; and 
no doubt, the Heads and Hands of the Jeſuits 
f are in all our Diviſions, | 


He 
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He goes on, and makes an horrible Outcry 


againſt thoſe that plead for an unlimited Tole- 'Þ 
ration of all Religions; and earneſtly prays 
God, to keep them from being poyſon d with 


ſuch an Error. For (ſays he) It will divide a 

Kingdom againſt it ſelf; it will rend it in a 
thouſand Pieces: It is a Doctrine that over- 
throweth all Church: Government; bringeth 
in Confuſion, and openeth a wide Door unto 
all Irreligion and Atheiſm. For at the fame 
* Dcor that all falſe Religions come in, the 
true Religion will quickly get out. And if it 
be as good for a Man to live where nothing 
* 1s lawtul, as where all Things are lawful, 
* {ſurely 'tis every Way as uncomfortable, to 
* hive where there are all Religions, as where 
there is no Religion at all. = = 

He continues inveighing againſt the perni- 
cious Conſequences of allowing any Toleration; 
and prompts the Magiſtrates to uſe that Power 
that God hath given them, in ſuppreſſing theſe 
Differences in Religion, as far as they were able; 
that they might not be accounted acceſſary to #, 
them, by their ſupine Neglect in this, the 7 
Canſe of God. For (ſays he) you are the mimn- 
© fſters of God for good; and revengers to execute 
© wrath upon them that do evil, Rom. x11. 4. and 
God hath deputed you, for the puniſhment f 
evil doers, aud for the praiſe of them that do well. 
* 1 Pet. 11. 14. Afterwards (ſays he) doth not 4 
God propheſy, Iſa. xlix. 23. That kings ſhall be 
* our nurſing fathers, and queens our nurſmg mothers © | 
And how can 2 Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge 
that Duty as he ought, if he hath not Power 
from God, to puniſh thoſe that would povion 1 
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2 the Souls of his weak Children with Hereſies, 
(or ſuch he accounted all Toleration to be) and 
Soul-deſtroying Opinions? (He 'proceeds with 
branding Separation, with almoſt all the ig- 
nominies that Tongue can expreſs) ſuch as 

* infe&ing the People with Soul-deſtroying Er- 


1 rors; Grace-deſtroying Opinions undoing the 
h Souls of the Subjects; the Plague of Hereſy 
o upon the Soul, &c. And in his Concluſion of 
e this Topick, he queries, Shall nor the chief 
p 2 Magiſtrate of a Kingdom, have Power to put 
1 


aut of his Kingdom, (at leaſt ſhut up from 
12 # doing hurt) one that is his Subject, and pol- 
t luted with blaſphemous, heretical, 1dolatri- 
cal Opinions? Is not the Kingdom the Magj- 
re "i ftrate's Honſe and Family? This celebrated 
Preacher adds much more to the ſæme Pur- 
roſe. 1 
n; One Thing (I muſt confeſs) ſeems to me to 
be very odd; that he that had ſo lately promp- 
ted the pulling down the Church of England, 
and deſtroying Regal Government, ſhould now 
make uſe of Iſaiahs Propheſy, That Kings ſhould 
be cur murſmg fathers, and queens our nur fing mo- 
hers ;, to induce the People to Obedience to the 
*Government then in being, and the Magiſtrates 
and to execute Laws that were made diametrically 
of pppoſite to Kingly Government. Surely he 
might have found ont a Text of Scripture lefs 
not Feftecting upon the then Eſtabliſhment ; and no 
%% doubt, would, if he had not lain under a vio- 
lent Tranſport of Paſſion, in regard to the in- 
*tolerable Sin of countenancing Separation ! But 
Avhither will not ſome Mens Zeal carry them, 
in the moſt erroneous Opinions, even to the 
| making 
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( 18 ) 
making the moſt impertinent Scriptural Quo- 
tations? | | 


Now let us underſtand what the ſelf-denying 
Mr. Richard Baxter ſays, in his Epiſtle to 
ſeparate Congfegations, vix. 


From Diverſity in Opinion, and external 
* Rites, reſulteth Diſlike: Thence Enmity, 
© thence Oppoſition, thence Schiſm in Church, 
and Sedition in State; the State not ſtanding 
© ſecure without the Church, nor the Church 
* without Unity, nor Unity without Unifor- 
mity. % 
* Conſider this: Tis the Judgment of ſome, 
that Thouſands are gone to Hell, and ten 
* Thouſands upon their March thither ; that in 
* all Probability; had never come there, if they 
had not been tempted from thePariſh-Churches, 
© for the Enjoyment of Communion in a purer 
mn © | 5 
Very fine, Maſter Baxter! Can you damn 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands, ſome already 
gone, and others in the high Road to Hell, 
for ſeparating from your Uſurpation, under 
the Pretext of greater Purity in Preaching and 
Prayer; and conld you refuſe to join your 


ſelf to the Epiſcopal Church of England, when 


in its flouriſhing Eſtate, from the ſame Plea ? Can 


you be angry with thoſe that act upon the ſame 


Principles with your ſelf? 


Our Reverend Mr. Baxter, faith, in his Holy 
Common-Wealth, (Addit. to Pref, Prop. 6.) I 


ſpeaking of Civil Government. 
— 7 . | * Moſes 
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' © Moſes had to do in Matters of Religion, as a 
: 9 rate; and fo had the ruling Elders that 
* afſifted him; and ſo had the Kings of Iſrael 


* 


© and Judah, as it is well known; inſomuch, 


* that in Aſas Days, they covenanted to put 
him to Death, that would not ſeek the Lord 
God of Tfrael. Law and Providence are quite 
changed, if Toleration of falſe Worſhip, and 


* other Abuſes of Religion, tend not to the Ruin 


© of the Common-Wealtn. | 
Here it may be obſery'd, that he charges all 
Worſhip, that was contrary to the Scheme then 


eſtabliſh'd, to be falſe, tending to the Ruin of 


the Common-Wealth, to the Deſtruction of the 


Church, and of Mens Souls; and he calls the 
2 Magiſtrates not to meddle with 


prompting o 
Matters of Faith and Worſhip, but to leave 
thoſe Things to Chriſt above, to be the ſetting 
up Popery in England. All which plainly ſhews 
his Abhorrence of Separation; and is a clear In- 


dication, that had he liv'd in the Days cf the 


laſt Grant of Toleration, at. the Beginning of 
the Reign of the late King Villiam, and his 
Scheme of Religion had been eftabliſh'd, he 
would (as we vulgarly expreſs it) Tooth and 
Nail have oppos'd the granting the ſame ,; 


and I doubt not but ſuch powerful Men as he, 


would have ſway'd the Legiſlature. 


Mr. Baxter, in Oppoſition to Mr. Ainſworth's 
palliating the Sin of Schifm, expreſſeth him- 
8 with relation to the Miſchief of Diviſions, 
thus: 

I I look not upon them as petty Inconveni- 

* ences, little Troubles to the Churches, the 
| D Effects 
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Effects of Levity, and Volubility of Men 
Minds; (Cure of ,Diviftons ; ) but (in Defena 
* of bis Cure, Pag. 3.) that the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, are the Cauſes from 
whence they come: That they are a 
much the Works of the Fleſh, as Adulterie 
Fornications, &c. (Chriſtian Directory, Pag. 739. 
That contentious Dividers, are carnal Men] 
and have not the Spirit: That Diviſions arc 
the wounding, nay, the killing of the Church 
* as much as heth in the Dividers ;; and tha 
to reform the Church, by dividing it, is n 
wiſer, than to cut ont the Liver, or Spleen 
or Gall, to cleanſe them from the Filth tha 
both obſtru& them, and hinder them in their 
Office. That Diviſions are the Deformities of 
the Church, the Lamentations of Friends, and 
the Scorn of Enemies; the Diſhonour off] ne. 
Chriſt and the Goſpel; the great Hinderanceſ n. 
of the Converſion and Salvation of the 
World, and of the Edification of the Mem- 
fthe Church. That they fill the Church] 
with Sins of a moſt odious Nature; they che- 
r1ſh Pride, and Malice, and helying others, J! 
* (the three great Sins of the Devil) as natural. 
* ly as dead Fleſh breedeth Worms. In a Word, 
the Scripture telleth us, That where Envying 
© and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every evilſltn 
* Work; (and is not this a lamentable Way 
of Reformation of ſome imaginary, or leſſer 
Evil?) © They are uneaſy to the Perſons 
*© themſelves, and rob them of the ſweeteſt Part 
© of Religion: They lead directly to Apoſtacy 
from the Faith, and ſhake States and King · In 
* doms, having a lamentable Influence on . 
vi 
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WS Civil Peace. And, in Pag. 741, Schiſm is a 
"es Sin againit fo many, and clear, and vehement 
n+ words of the Holy Ghoſt, that tis utterly. 
T8 without Excuſe : Whoredoms, Treaſon, and 
J Perjury, are not oftner forbidden in the Goſ- 
Icy pel, than this: That it is contrary to the very 
9 Deſign of Chriſt in our Redemption; which 
en was, to reconcile us to God, and to unite and. 
ary centre us all in him: That it is contrary to 
the Deſign of the Spirit of Grace, and to the 
very Nature of Chriſtianity it ſelf : That it is 
a Sin againſt the neareſt Bonds of our higheſt 
eng Relations to each other: That it is either 2 
ha dividing Chriſt, or robbing him of a great Part 
ei of his Inheritance; and neither of theſe is a 
s OM little Sin. That it is accompany'd with Self- 
and Ignorance, and Pride, and great Unthankful- 
I neſs to God: That Church-Dividers are the 
Ny moſt ſucceſsful Servants of the Devil, being 
the Enemies to Chriſt, in his Family and Livery ; 
Enn and, that they ſerve the Devil more effectual- 
urch ly than open Enemies. That Schiſm is a Sin 
che. which contradicteth all God's Ordinances, and 
ere Means of Grace, which are purpoſely to pro- 
war cure and maintain the Unity cf his Church. 
ord That tis a Sin againſt as great and lamentable 
Experiences, as almoſt any Sin can be: And 
bufthis is a heinous Aggravation of it, that it is 
Way ommonly juſtify'd, and not repented of by 
eſſerthoſe that commit it; and it is yet the more 
ſons heinous, that it is commonly father'd; upon 
Part G04. Laſtiy, That it is moſt unlike the = 
ſtacy venly State, and, in ſome Regard, worſe than 
Ans the Kingdom of the Devil; for he would not 
1 the leſtroy it, by dividing it againff it ſelf. Re- 
Civilix N member 
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member now, ſaith he, that Schiſy, and ma- 
* king Parties and Diviſions in the Church, is 
dot ſo ſmall a Sin, as many take it for. And, 
upon Bagſhaw's leſſening the Sin of Separation, 
he admeniſhes him after this Manner: Alas, 
dear Fr ther, that after ſo many Years Si. 
* lencing and Affliction; after Flames and 
* Flagues, and dreadful Judgments ; after twen- 
ty Years Practice of the Sin it ſelf; and when 
we are bury'd in the Ruins which it caus d, 
we ſhould not yet know that our own uncha- 
ritable Diviſions, Alienations, and Separations, 
are a-crying Sin! Yea, The crying Sin, as 
well as the Uncharitableneſs and Hurtfulneſs 
of others, Alas! will God leave us alſo, even 
us, to the Obdurateneſs of Pharaoh? Doth not 
Judgment begin with us? What have we done 
to Chriſt's Kingdom; to this Kingdom; to our 
* Friends (dead and alive; ) to our ſelves, and, 


0 
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© alas, to our Enemies, by our Diviſions ! And, 


do we not fel it? Do we not know it? Is it to 
* us, even to us, a Crime intolerable, to call 


* us to Repentance? Woe to us! Into what 


* Hard-heartedneſs have we ſinn'd our ſelves? 
Tea, that we ſhould continue, and paſſionate. 


* tance unto Life ? 


| ly defend it ! When will God give us Repen- 
One would have thought, morally ſpeaking, 


that twas impoſſible to have accumulated io 
many tremendous Aggravations of the Sin of 
Schiſm as cur great Mr. Baxter has here enume- 


rated: But when I conſider that he had been of 
lately himſelf an Offender herein, our Won: 
der hereat may in ſome meaſure vaniſh : His 
charging ſo deplorably the Offenders 4 thoſeſ 


( 23 ) 
Times, in this Reſpeck, might ſtrike his own 
guilty Soul with Horror, for his late oppoſing 
the Eſftabliſh'd Church. But if he, at the ſame 
Time that he charg d others, lay under no Re- 
lentings, we may well judge of him, (to ſpeak 
in his own Words, to his Brother Bagſhaw, in 
the laſt Paragraph) that he was arriv'd to 
Pharaoh's Obdurateneſs. Thus far Mr. Baxter. 


Mr. Cafe, in a Sermon before the Commons, 
May 26, 1647, expreſſes himſelf thus: 
Liberty of Conſcience, falſely fo call, 
may, in good Time, improve it ſelf into Li- 
berty of Eſtates, Liberty of Houſes, and Li- 
* herty of Wives; and, in a Word, Liberty 
of Perdition of Souls and Bodies. (And a 
little after, he admoniſheththem) “ That they 
mult be a Terror to evil Doers, unleſs th ey mean 
to bear the Sword in vain. For, ſays he, if 
* you will, God will not; and if God take the 
Sword into his Hand once, he will ſmite to 
* Purpoſe, and execute Vengeance throughly. 
both upon the evil Doers, and upon you that 
have not been a Terror to them. Oh! there- 
fore, up and be doing, that you may deliver 
the Kingdom out of the Hand of the Lord, 
for it is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
of the living God. O let not your Patience 
be interpreted a Connivence, and your Con- 
* nivence be taken for a Toleration; it may 
a be the Kingdom's Ruin, but it will be your 
in. 18 | e 
This worthy Divine, not being able to bear 
the granting of Indulgence to any, how ſtrenu- 
only does he prompt the Government to take 
4 ; ; 25 ; I ö 5 p 8 N the 
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10. AS 
the Sword into their Hands, and exerciſe it up- 
on ſuch wicked and bold Men, as dare to alk 
for a Toleration, by menacing them with God's 
Judgment, in caſe they refuſe ſo to do 
Let us now look a little into the Debates 
between the Divines of the Aſſembly, and the 
Independents. The former charge the latter 
with Schiſm, for theſe two Things. 
* Firſt, For refuſing Communion with thoſe 
Churches which they confeſsd to be true 
Churches. For, ſay the Members of the Af: 
ſembly, Thus to depart from true Churches, 
is not to hold Communion with them as ſuch, 
but rather by departing, to declare them not 
to be ſuch. . 
Secondly, For ſetting up different Congrega- 
tions, where they confeſs d there was an Agree- 
ment in Doctrine. e 
The Deſire of the Independents, as it was 
propos d by themſelves, at the Committee for 
Accommodation, December 4, 1645, was this; ® 
* That they may not be forc'd to communi- MW 
* cate as Members, in thoſe Pariſhes where 
© they dwell ; but may have Liberty to have 
© Congregations of ſuch Perſons who give 
good Teſtimonies of their Godlineſs, and yet 
© ont of Tenderneſs of Conſcience, cannot com- 
* municate in their I ariſhes, but do voluntari- 
* Iv offer themſelves to join in ſuch Congrega- 
© tion. | 
To which, the Divines of the Aſſembly an- 
ver d, December 15. 


4 


Ex IRE, a K XN 


— ———— — ———_— 
® Stilling. Unreaſ. of Separat. 


—— — — ͤ . — 


This 


(25) 
This Deſire is not to be granted them, for 
* theſe Reaſons. 
© © Firſt, Becauſe it holds out a plain and total 
© Separation from the Rule; as if in nothing it 
© were to be comply'd with, nor our Churches 


to be communicated with in any Thing, which 
* ſhould argue Church-Communion. More could 
| © not be ſaid or done againſt falſe Churches. 
| Secondly, © It plainly holds out, the Law- 
© fulneſs of gathering Churches out of true 
© Churches, yea, out of ſuch true Churches, 
Which are endeavouring farther to reform, 
according to the Word of God; whereof we 
are aſſur d, there is not the leaſt Hint of any 
| © Example in all the Book of God. 
Thirdly, © This would give Countenance to a 
perpetual Schiſm and Diviſion in the Church, 
* ſtill drawing ſome from the Rule, which alſo 
would breed many Irritations among the Par- 
(ties going away, and thoſe whom they leave : 
And again, between the Church that ſhould 
be forſaken, and that to which they ſhould 
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A December 23. The Diſſenting Brethren. put in 
their Reply to theſe Reaſons. 
"1 To the firſt Reaſon they ſay, 


. * (1.) That gathering into other Congregati- 

ans ſuch who cannot, out of Tenderneſs of Con- 
. ſcience, partake as Members in their Churches, 

for the purer Enjoyment (as to their Conſcien- 
8 


2 
A . 
5 


ces) of all Ordinances, yet {till maintaining 
„ Communion with them as Churches, is far 
s from Separation, much leſs a plain and total 
Separation. And this is not ſetting up 2 

; ches 


ches apainft Clnkches; but Neig phbour:Sifter. 
* Churches, of a different Tulgene.. For, ſay i 
they, if the pureſt Churches in the World 
* (unto our Judgment in all other Reſpects) M 
© thould impoſe, as a Condition of receiving the 6 
jy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, any one Thing i 
© that ſuch tender Conſcience carinot join in, 
(as ſuppoſe Kneeling in the Act of Receiving, 
which was the Caſe of Scotland amid Plant 
* if they remove from theſe Churches, and 
have Liberty from a State, to gather into 
other 4 to enjoy this and other Ocdr | 
© Nances, this is no Separation. 
(2.) © That it is not a plain and total Separa- ; 
tion from the Rule, unleſs they wholly in all 
F Things differ, by ſetting up altogether diffe- 
rent Rules of Conſtitution, Worſhip, and Go- 
vernment; but they ſhall practiſe the moſt of 
* the ſame Things; and theſe the moſt ſubſtan- | 
* tial, which are Found in the Rule it ſelf * 
(3) © That they would maintain occaſional ® 
: * Communion. with their Churches, not an 4 
in Hearing and Preaching, but occaſionally in| « 
i Baptiaing their Children in their Churches, 
and Receiving the Lord's Supper there, Sc. 1 
And would not all this clear them from the 4 
Imputation of Schiſm? Not agreeing in the main 
Things? Not owning their Churches to be true? % 
Not maintaining occaſional Communion with! e 
them ? Let us hear what the Divines of the Al 3 1 
ſembly think of all this. 0 
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Thus ey anſwer, 
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| $a 
of Communion in that Particular, wherein 
T. Men conceive they cannot hold Communion 
Y without Sin; yet it doth not bind to follow 
d , ſuch a poſitive Preſcript, as poſſibly may be 
9 WM diverſe of the Will and Council of God; of 
e „ which Kind, we conceive, this of gathering 
8 ſeparate Churches out of true Churches, to be 
n, WF one. | | 
e..) © It is one Thing to remove to a Conpre- 
d) gation which is under the ſame Rule: In the 
d former Caſe, a Man retains his Memberſhip ; 
10 BF in the latter, he renounceth his Memberſhip, 
l. WF upon Difference of judgment, touching the 
very Conſtitution of the Churches, from, and 
4. BF unto which he removes. 
all 3.) © If a Church do require that which is 
fe evil of any Member, he muſt forbear to do 
70. it, yet without Separation. They who thought 
0 Kneeling in the Act of Communion, to be un- 
lauful, either in Fugland or Scotland, did not 
ſeparate, or renounce Memberſhip ; but did 
ſome of them, with Zeal and Learning, de- 
Wy fend our Church, againſt thoſe of the Separa- 
In 5 tion. 
nes, (4.) © The Notion of Separation, is not to be 


U 
ITN 
1 
9 : 


„ g meaſurd by Civil Acts of State, but by the 
the Word of God. 3 8 . 
am *# (5.) To leave all ordinary Communion in 


ue any Church, with Diſlike, when Oppofition 


rith * or Offence offers it ſelf, is to ſeparate from 
A, 1 uch a Church, in the Scripture-Senſe. 

 *X (6.) © A total Difference from Churches, 1s 
-Znot neceſſary to make a total Separation; for 
Ithe moſt rigid Separatiſts hold the ſame Rule 
e got Worthip and Government with our Bre- 
= E * thren': 


CST 


* thren : And under this Pretence, Nevatians » 
' Donatiſts, all that ever were thought to 1 1 
* rate, might ſhelter themſelves. 
(.) © It they may occaſionally exerciſe theſe Yo 
: Acts of Communion with us: once, a ſecond, 
* or third Time, without Sin; we know no if 
* Reaſon why it may not be ordinary without 
+ „Sin ; and then Separation and Church-gather- 
ing would have been needleſs. To ſeparate 
from thoſe Churches ordinarily and viſibly, 
* with whom occaſionally you may join with. 
* out Sin, ſeemeth to be a moſt unjuſt Separa-f 3 
tion. | 
To the ſecond ane the Diſſenting Brethren 1 | 
gave theſe Anſwers. 1 
(I.) © That it was founded upon this Suppo. | 
ſition, That nothing is to be tolerated, which : 
is unlawful in the Judgment of thoſe who are 
* to tolerate: Which the Divines of the Af 
* ſembly deny'd, and ſaid, It was upon the 
© Suppoſition of 'the Unlawfulneſs to tolerate 
© gathering of Churches out of true Churches; 


* which they do not once cndeavour to prove). 
© lawful. 


(2.) © That if after all Eater e Mens 1 | 
© Conſciences are unſatisfy'd, as to Communion 4 
„ with a Church; they have no Obligation "0 1 
_ Ing upon them to continue in that Commu. 
nion; or on the Churches, to with-hold them 
from removing to purer Churches; or if there 75 
: be none ſuch, to gather into Churches. 


"> 30 


To which, the Divines of the Aſſembly 
1 reply d; . 
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eſe Churches of New-England ; and they have as 
6; . juſt Ground to deny It as they. 


Io the third Reaſon, they anſwer'd; 
(..) © That the Abuſe of the Word Schiſm 
2 hath done much Hurt in the Churches; that 
ty 4 the Signiſſcation of it was not yet agreed 
th. . upon by the State, nor debated by the Aſ- 
ſembly. 5 


| To which, the others reply, 

* That if the Word Schiſm had been left out, 
the Reaſon would have remain'd ſtrong, viz. 
That this would give Countenance to perpe- 
tual Diviſion in the Church, ſtill drawing 
away Churches from under the Rule. And to 
give Countenance to an unjuſt and cauſeleſs 
Separation from lawful Church-Communion, 
is not far from giving Countenance to a Schiſm ; 
p eſpecially when the Grounds upon which this 
Separation is deſir'd, are ſuch, upon which all 
* other poſſible Scruples, which erring Conſci- 
ences may, in any other Caſe, be ſubject un- 
n to, may claim the Privilege of a like Indul- 

gence: And ſo this Toleration being the firſt, 
hall indeed but lay the Foundation, and o- 
pen the Gap, whereas, as many Diviſions in 
„the Church, as there may be Scruples in the 

Minds of Men, ſhall, upon the ſelf-ſame E- 
quit y, be let in. | | 
2.) * This will give Conntenance only to 
Godly Peoples joining in other Congrega- 
5 5 


8 7, ; 
tions, 


, EGS i . 

* tions, for their greater Edification, who can- 

* not otherwiſe, without Sin, enjoy all the Or- 

* dinances of Chriſt; yet ſo, as not condemn- i 

ing thoſe Churches they join not with, as 

falſe, but ſtill preſerving all Chriſtian Con- 

munion with the Saints, as Members of the 

Body of Chriſt, of the Church Catholick; 

* and join alſo with them in all Duties f 

* Worſhip which belong to partieular Chur- 
ches, ſo far as they are able; and if this be 

© call'd Schiſm, or Countenance of Schiſm, it i 

more than we have yet learn'd from Scrip- 

* tures, or any approvd Authors. = 


oh 
{IF 3. 
22K 
8 
; 3 


of 

3 
3 
„ LR 
2 8 * 
1 
"2F% 


To this, the Divines of the Aſſembly 
| | = reply d; ' 

Fig, This deſir'd Forbearance, is a perpe- # 
tual Diviſion in the Church, and a perpetual 


„ 


A 
2 


drawing away from the Churches under the 
* Rule : For, upon the ſame Pretence, thoſe 
* who ſcruple Infant - Baptiſm, may with- 
draw from their Churches, and ſo ſeparate F 
into another Congregation ; and ſo in that, 
ſome Practice may be ſcrupled, and they 
ſeparate again. Are theſe Diviſions and Sub- 
„ diviflons, ſay they, as lawful as they may 
J be infinite? Or, miiſt we give that Reſpecet 
to the Errors of Mens Conſciences, as to fa- 
* tisfy their Scruples, by Allowance of this 
Liberty to them? And doth it not plainly 
* ſignify, that Error of Conſcience is a Pro- 
tection againſt Schiſm 2 
„ Secondly, The not condemning our Churches 

as falſe, doth little extenuate the Separation: 
For divers of the Brownifts, who have totally 
g * ſeparateil 
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m- do not pronounce an affirmative Judgment 
as f againſt us, yet the very Separating is a tacit 
m. and practical condenming of our Churches, 
the if not as falfe, yet as impure, eonſq; as that in 
k; F ſuch Adminiftrations, they cannot be by them 

of as Members communicated with without Sin: 


3 


ur. e And when they ſpeak of Communion with 
be us, as Member of the Church Catholick, 
t is it is as full a declining of Communion 
ip with us as Churches, as if we were falſe 
Churches. 
IT Thirdly, © We do not think Differences in 
. Judgment in this or that Point, to be Schi ſm, 
or that every Inconformity unto every Thing 
pe. us'd or enjoin d, is Schiſm ; fo that Commu- 
nal“ nion be preſerv'd, or that Separation from 
the 1dolatrous Communion or Worſhip, (ex ſe un- 
oſe , lawtul) is Schiſm .: But to join in ſeparate 
th. Congregations of another Communion; which 
ate Succeſſion of our Members, is a manifeft Rup- 
bat, ture of our Societies into others, and is there- 
ey fore a Schiſm in the Body : And if the Apoſtle 
üb- dq call thoſe Diviſions of the Church, where- 
ay in Chriſtians did not ſeparate into divers for- 
ect med Congregations, of ſeveral Communions 


fa- in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, Schiſms, 
his much more may ſuch Separation as this de- 
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lr „ fird, be ſo call d. 
r Fourthly, © Scruple of Conſcience is no Cauſe 
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of ſeparating ; nor doth it take off cauſeleſs 

. oc : . . s 

Separation from being Schiſm, which may 
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1 ariſe from Errors of Conſcience, as well as 
10 
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carnal and corrupt Reaſons : Therefore we 
* CONCEIVE 


„ ® 

© conceive the Cauſes of Separation muſt bi 

* ſhewn to be ſuch ex naturd rei, as will ben 

it out; and therefore we ſay, that the grant 1 

ing the Liberty deſir d, will give Counte oY 4 

© nance to Schiſ1 mM. 3 > 
Fifthly, * We cannot but take it for granted, 

upon Evidence of Reaſon, and Experience of 4 

© all Ages, that this Separation will be the 

C Mother and Nurſe of Contentions, Strifes, 

« Envyings, Confuſions, and fo draw with it. 4 

* that Breach of Love, which may 3 8 

the heightening' ot it into formal Schiſzn, even 7 4 

in the Senſe of our Brethren. J 

Szxthly, © What is it that approvd en 

* do call Schiſu, but the breaking off Membes | 

from their Churches, which are lawfully con- j 3 

© ſtituted Churches, and from Communion in- 

© Ordinances, Cc. without Juſt and I 

* Cauſe, ex naturg rei, to juſtify ſuch Seceſſion, ;" 

and to join in other Congregations of ſc. 5 

parate Communion, either becauſe of Perſc- * 

nal Failings in the Officers, or Members of 

the Congregation from which they ſeparate ; 3 

or becauſe of cauſeleſs Scruple of their own © A 

© Conſcience, which hath been call'd ſetting 

up Altare contra Altare; for which they quote 

* St. Auguſtin, Cameron. * 

ot 
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This \ ei the true State of the Controver- 
y about Separation in the late Times, be- 
tween the Peter ian, when they had the Af. 

- cendent both in Church and State, and the : 
| Independents, &c. who ſud for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, but could not upon any Terms obtain 
it: Let us now obſerve what that Right | 7 
Reverend, Learned, and truly Jucaczous Lag — $4 
Dr. til- © 


1 p 


a e, 
be r. Stillingflect ſaith, with Relation to this 
ear Tontroverly, who, after he had undeniably 
val prov'd, that not only the old Nonconformiſts, 
te. 


50 
* i 
Far 
LA 
"1M 
% A, 2 


put alſo that the late Aſſembly of Divines, 
gave ftrenuouſly condemn'd thoſe of the Se- 
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ech peration, for dividing from the Eſtabliſh'd 
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ot Church, upon ſuch Trifles for which they con- 
the ended, lays down theſe five Particulars, viz. | 
es, Firft, That the old Nonconformiſts did 
UF think themſelves bound in Conſcience to com- 
ger municate with the Church of England; and 
en did look upon Separation from it, to be Sin, 
*XF notwithſtanding the Corruptions they ſuppo- 
015 f ſed to be in it. This (ſays he) I have proy'd 
ers e with ſo great Evidence, in the foregoing Dis- 


dn. t courſe, (in his Book of the Unreaſonableneſs 


in c of Separation, Page 73.) that thoſe who deny 
N 7 it, may, with the Help of the ſame Meta- 
N, 23 phyſicks, deny that the Sun ſhines. 
73 Secondly, © That all Men were hound in Con- 
0. ſcience, towards Preſerving the Union of the 
ol , Church, to go as far as they were able. 
©; f This was not only aſſerted by the Noncon- 
n ; formiſts, but by the moſt rigid Separatiſts of 
ng b former Times, and by the Diſſenting Bre- 
Ye t fthren themſelves. So that the Lawfulneſs of 
* Separation, where Communion is lawful, and 
thought ſo to be by the Perſons who ſepa- 
J rate, is one of the neweſt Inventions of this 
Age: But what new Reaſons they have for 
he 4 it, beſides Noiſe and Clamour, I am yet to 
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in Thirdly, That bare Scruple of Conſcience, 
. doth not juſtify Separation, although it may 
g excuſe Non-communion in the Particulars 
FR 1 5 which 
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1 which Are ſcrupled; provided that they "Ne: N 
" © us'd the beſt Means for a right Informa- 


8 : | 4 
Penh © That where occaſional Commu il. 
' © nion is lawful, conftant Communion is a 
* Duty. Which follows from the Divines of 
© the Aſſembly blaming the Diſſenting Bre. WW * 
© thren, for lowing the Lawfulneſs of occa- + 
* fional Communion with our Churches, and 
yet forbearing ordinary Communion with I -; 
them. For (ſay they) to ſeparate from thoſe | 
Churches ordinerily and viſibly, with whom i ] 
© occaſionally you may join, ſeemeth to be a 
* moſt unjuſt Separation. nes = c 
Fiſthly, © That withdrawing from the Com- Ik 
* munzon of a true Church, and ſetting up Mt | 
* Congregations for purer Worſhip, or under ! 
© another Rule, is plain and downright Sepa- 4 
ration; as is moſt evident from the Anſwer * [ 
* of the Divines of the Aſſembly, to the Di- d 
* ſenting Brethren, Thus farghat Great Man. I 
I ſhalladd hereto, the London Miniſters Let- MW® 
ter, preſented the firſt of January, 1645, to f 
the Aſſembly of Divines, ſitting at Weſtminſter, N 
by Authority of Parliament, againſt Toleration; . 
the which I ſhall give you at length, directed 4 
as follows... . „ 1 ; 
it 
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To our Reverend, Learned, and Religians 
& Brethren, the PROLOCUTOR, and the 
reſt of the D1V INES Aſſembled, and naw 

Sircing at Weſtminſter, by Authority * 
. PARLIAMENT, theſe Taßelx. 


h Reverend and Beloved Br ethr en 1 | 


577 are exceedingly apprehenſi ve of the 
2 Deſirableneſs of the Churches Peace, 
and of the Pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Unity, 
+ knowing, that when Peace is ſet upon its 
proper Baſis, viz. Righteouſneſs, and Truth, 
er It isone of the beſt Poffeſſions, both delectable 

a4. and profitable; like Aaron's Ointment, and the 

er Dew of Hermon. It is true, by Reaſon, of 

. different Lights, and different Sights among 

Brethren, there may be diſſenting in Opini- 

t. Jon; yet, why ſhonld there be any ſeparating 

o 1 from Church-Communion? The Church's Coat 

x, may be of divers Colours; yet, why ſhonld 

1. there be any Rent in it? Have we not a 
71 =® 

! © Touch-ſtone of Truth, the Word of God? 
And when all Things are examin'd by this 

Word, then that which is beſt ma y 44 held 
W faſt, but firſt they muſt, be known, and then 
examin'd afterwards, If our Diſſenting Bre- 
chren, after ſo many importunate Intreaties, 
would have been perſwaded (cither in Zeal 
to the Truth, or in ſincere Love to the 

Y Churches Peace and Unity among Brethren, 

or in Reſpect to their own. Reputation, by 

J fair and ingenuous Dealing, or in Conſcience 

F o 


4x4 
to their Promiſe made to the Miniſters q 
London, now five Years ſince, or any ſuchf 
like reaſonable Conſideration) at laſt, to hau 
given us a full Narrative of their Opinion 
* and Grounds of their Separation, we are per. 
* ſwaded they would not have ſtood at fuch | 
* Diſtance from us, as now they do: But they 
* chooſe rather to walk by their own privat 

* Lights, than to unboſom themſelves to u 
(their moſt affectionate Brethren; and to : 
* themfelvesin an untrodden Way of their ow 
rather than to wait what our Covenanted Re 
formation, according to the Word of God, ani 
Examples of the beſt Reform'd Churche 
© would bring forth. But the Offencce dot 
© not end here; it is much that our Brethre 
© ſhonild ſeparate from the Church; but tha 
© they ſhould endeavonr to get a Warrant to 
* thorize their Separation from it, and to hey 
Liberty (by drawing Members out of it) . 
* weaken and diminiſh it, till (ſo far as lies i 
them) they have brought it to nothing: Thi 
ve think to be plainly unlawful, yet this, u 
* underſtand, is their preſent Deſign and EA 
* deavour. Wherefore, _ . 


* 


| 
(Reverend Brethren,) having had ſuch larq 
Experience of your Zeal of God's Glory, ya 
Care of his affticted Church, your earneſt EA 
* deavours to promote the compleat Reformath 
on of it, ind of your ready Concurrence witf 
us, in the Improvement of any Means th 
might be found conducible to this End; 
are bold to hint unto you, theſe our w_ 
5 Kea 
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(3+) 
i Reaſons againſt the Toleration of Indepen- 
5M dency in this Church. „„ 


Firſt. The Deſires and Endeaveurs of Inde- 
endency for à Toleration, are, at this 
oe, extreamly unſeaſonable and prepo- 
\;* frerous:: For, 
(I.) The Reformation of Religion is not yet 
perfected and ſettled among us, according to 
) {1 our Covenant. And why may not the Refor- 
“mation be raisd up, at laſt, to ſuch Purity 
Rl and Perfection, that truly tender Conſciences 
„may receive abundant Satisfaction, for ought 
that yet appears? 
do (2.) It is not yet known what the Govern- 
hre ment of the Independents is; neither would they 
the * eyer yet vouchſafe to let the World know 
* what they hold in that Point, tho' ſome of 
hol their Party have been too forward to challenge 
9 * the London Petitiogers, as led with blind Obe- 
W dence, and pinning their Souls upon the 
Prieſts Sleeves, for deſiring an Eſtabliſhment 
AM of the Government of Chriſt, before there 
was any Model of it exant. 
(.) © We can hardly be perſwaded, that the 
Iudependents themſelves (after all the Stirs they 
have made amongſt us) are, as yet, fully re- 
MW folv'd about their own Way, wherewith they 
pi would be concluded; ſeeing they publiſh not 
ml their Model, (tho they are nimble enough in 
with publiſhing other Things) and they profeſs Re- 
ill ſerves, and new Lights, for which they will 
no Doubt) expect the like Toleration, and fo 


Na in infinitum. It were more ſeaſonable to ſue 
eꝗſol . for Toleration, when once they are poſitive- 


F 2 „ 


4) 


Wo determin'd how far they mean to 89, and 
” where they mean to ſtay. 


Secondly. 126 Their Deſires and Endeavours are 


* unreaſonable, and unequal in divers Re. 
* gards. 
( 1.) © Partly, Een no ſuch Toleration hath 
* hitherto been eſtabliſh'd (as far as we know) 
in any Chriſtian State, by the Civil Magi 
*Jrrnte. 
2.) * Partly, becauſe ſome of them have {6- 
: Jen profe els d, that they cannot ſuffer Preſ 
* bytery : And anſwerable hereunto is their Pro 
* Etice, in thoſe Places where Independenc 1 
prevails 
(3.) And partly, becauſe to grant to them 
and not to other Sectaries, who are free. born, 
as well as they, and have done as good Service 
das they to the Publick, (as they us'd to plead)i 
will be counted In juſtice and great Partiality; 


but to grant it unto all, will farce be clear} - 


from great Umpiety. 


Thr; ly. * In levendenty' is a Schiſm : For, 
(I.) Ide eperdents do depart from our Churches N 
© being true Churches, and D acknowledg'd byÞ 
* themſelves. 1 


(.) They draw and ſeduce our Member | 
s *-From our Congregations. | 
(3.) © They erect ſeparate C ongregations, un 
* der a ſeparate and undiſcoverd Government. 
Aa" They refuſe Communion with oup i 
Churches in the Sacraments. 4 


(5.) Their Miniſters refuſe to preach among N 
us as Officers, 


2 5 Ren (C.) ; Tue 2 
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* Schiſms, 1 N 


639) 
(5.) Their Members, if at any time they 


„join, with us, in hearing the Word and Prayer, 
yet they do it not as with the miniſterial Word 


| © and Prayer, nor as Acts of Church-Communion. 


© Now, we judge that no Schiſm is to be tole- 

rated in the Church; * ij, 1 Cor. i. 10. 
1 Cor. xii. 25. f e Rom. vi. 17. with 
1 Cor. iii. 3. Gal. v. 20. 

Fourthly. © Many Miſchiefs will merinchly 
follow upon this Toleration, and that 
* both to Church and Commonwealth. 

I. * To the Church; as, 
(1.) © Cauſlefs and unjuſt Revolts from our 


* Miniſtry and Congregations. 


(.) © Our Peoples Minds will be troubled, 
and in Danger to be ſubverted, as Ads xv. 24. 
(3.) © Bitter Heart-burnings among Brethren, 
* will be fomented and perpetuated to Poſterity. 
(4.) © The Godly, Painful, and Orthodox Mi- 
* niſtry, will be diſeourag d and deſpis'd. 
(J.) © The Life and Power of Godlineſs will 
* be eaten out by frivolous Diſputes, and Vain 
* Tanghngs. 
(6.) The whole Courſe of Religion, in pri- 
vate Families, wall be Interrupted and under- 
* mind. 
">(y9) © Recipreenl Duties between Perſons 6f 
* neareſt and deareſt Relations, will he extream- 
* Iy violated. 
08 :) © The whole Work of Refictnation, eſpe⸗ 
* cially 3 in Diſcipline and Goyernment, will be 
* retarded, diſturb'd, and in Danger of being 
* made utterly fruſtrate and void, whilſt every 


3 * Perſon ſhall have Liberty upon every trivial 


: Diſe ontent 
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© Diſcontent at Preſbyterial Government and 
Churches, to revolt from us, and liſt them- 
* ſelves in ſeparate Congregations. 
 (9.) © All other Sects and Hereſies in the 
* Kingdom will be encourag'd to endeavour the 
* like Toleration. e 
(o.) All other Sects and Hereſies in the 
* Kingdoms will ſafeguard and ſhelter them- 
* ſelves under the Wings of Independency : And 
* ſome of the Independents, in their Books, have 
* openly avow'd, that they plead for Liberty of 
* Conſcience, as well for others, as themſelves. 
(. 1.) © And the whole Church of England, in 
* ſhort Time, will be \wallow'd up with Diſtra- 
* &ion and Confuſion. And God is not the A 
© thor of Confuſion, but of Peace, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 


Il. To the Commonwealth; for, 

(1.) All theſe Miſchiefs in the Church 
* will have their proportionable Influence upon 
the Commonwealth 


2.) © The Kingdom will be wofully diſtracted F 


by Scandal and Diviſions; fo that the Ene- 
* mies of 1t, both Domeſtical and Foreign, will 


be encouragd to plot and practiſe againſt it. 
(4.) © It is much to be doubted, leſt the Power] 


© of the Magiſtrate ſhould not only be weakned, Þ 


but even utterly overthrown, conſidering the 


* Principles and Practices of Independents, toge- 


© ther with their Compliance with other Sectz Þ 


* ries, ſufficiently known to be Anti-Magiſira- 


< tical. 


Fiftbly. Such a Toleration is utterly repug- 
nant and conſiſtent with that folenin | 


+: 
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4 League and Covenant, for Reformation 
* and Defence of Religion, which not only 
both Houſes of Parliament, but alſo Per- 
* ſons of all Sorts, in both Kingdoms of 
* England and Scotland, have ſubſcrib d, and 
| «with Hands lifted up to the moſt High 
God, have {ſworn : Which Covenant 
| © Likewiſe both you and me, and thoſe 
that moſt earneſtly purſue the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Toleration, have made (or 
* ſhould have made) in the Preſence of 


= Almighty God, the Searcher of all Hearts, 


with a true Intention to perform the 
* ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at hat great 
Day, when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall 

_ © be diſclos d: For, . 
(i.) © This is oppoſite to the 0 of 
* Religion, according to the Word of God, .and 
* the Examples of the beſt Reform d Churches. 


Art. 1. 


2.) It is deſtructive to the three Kingdoms 
neareſt Conjunction and Uniſorfnity in Reh- 
gion and Government, which might lead us, 
and our Poſterity after us, as Brethren, to live 
in Faith and Love. Art. I. 

(3.) © It is plainly contrary to that Extirpa- 
* tion of Schiſm, and whatſoever ſhall be found 
* contrary to ſound Doctrine, and the Power of 


4-3 


'E® * Godlineſs, which we have {worn ſincerely, 


* really, and conſtantly to endeavour, without 
* Reſpect of Perſons. Art. II. 
J * Hereby we ſhall be involy' d in the 


a : Guilt of other Mens Sins, and thereby be en- 
8 danger d. to receive of their Plagues. Art. II. 
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60 It ſeems utterly impoſſible, (if ſuch To- 
*leration ſhould be granted) that the Lord 
*:fhould:be one, and his Name one, in the three 
Kingdoms. Art. II. 
(.) © This'will palpably hinder the Reforma- 
* tion of Religion; inevitably divide one King- 
dom from another; and unhappily make Par- 
ties and Factions among the People, contrary 
to this League and Covenant: Of which evil 


Offices, whoſoever ſhall be found guilty, are 


© reputed, in the Words of the Covenant, Incen- 
* diaries, Malignants, or evil Inſtruments, to be 


diſcover d, that they may be brought to pub- 
lick Tryal, and receive condign Puniſhment. 
Ast. IV. and V. | 


© Theſe are ſome of the many Conſiderations 
which make deep Impreſſion on our Spirits, 
againſt that great Liana of Independents, and 
all the Sectaries, ſo much cry'd up by them 
in theſe diſtracted Times, viz. A Toleration, a 


© Toleration. And, however, none ſhould have 
0 
0 


more rejoyc d than our ſelves, in the Eſtabliſh- 
* ment of a Brotherly, Peaceable, and Chriſti- 


© an Accommodation; yet, this heing utterly 


© rejected by them, we cannot diflemble how, 

upon the fore-mention'd Grounds, we deteſt 
and abhor the much endeavour'd Toleration. 
Our Bowels, our Bowels are ſtirr'd within us; 
and we could even drown our ſelves in Tears, 


© when we call to Mind, how long and ſharp a 


* Travel this Kinzdom hath heen m for many 


© Years together, to bring forth that bleſſed 
Fruit of a pure and perfect Reformation: And 


* now, at laſt, after all our Pangs, and Dolour, 


and Expectations, this real and thorough Re- 


Formation 
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o- if formation is in Danger of being ſtrangled in 
rd the Birth, by a lawleſs, Toleration, that ſtri ves 
ee to be brought forth before it. 
Whereſore (Reverend and beloved Bretbren) 
la- we could not nh our ſelves, till we had 
g- made ſome Diſcovery of our Thoughts unto 
ar- you about this Matter; not that we can har- 
ry || bout the leaſt ealouſy of your Zeal, Fidelity, 
711 or Induſtry, in the oppoſing and extirpating 
re of ſuch a Root of Gall and Bitterneſs as Tole- 
n- ration js, and will be, both in preſent and fu. 
be ture Ages; - but that we may, What lies in us, 
1b- | endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen one ano- 
nt. © ther's Reſolutions againſt the, preſent grow- 
ing Evils; and that our Conſciences may not 
ns | finite us another Day for ſinful Silence, or 
ts, If ſluggiſh Deficiency, in any Point of Duty ten- 
nd ding to the Glory of Chriſt, Honour of the 
em Truth, Peace of the Church, Perfection of Re- 
„a formation, Performance of our Covenant, and 
ve Benefit of preſent and ſucceedin'; Generati- 


ſn- ons. n 

{ti- Subſcrib'd by Us, 

WW, Tour affetionate Brethren and Fellow- 
teſt LCL.zbourers in the Work of the Mi- 
or eee mſtry, to whom Truth and Peace is 
us; 1 very precious. 
ATS, rrom Sion- College, 

PA benden, Dec. 18. 

ny 645. 

nd I could add the Sentiments of many other 
115, eminent Divines of the Separation, who in their 
Re- everal Turns of Government, have expreſs'd 
ion . 


6 their 
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their great Abhorrence of tolerating any Opi- 
nion in Retigion, but what was then eſtabliſh'd, 
But this being intended chieffy to inform the 
more Ignorant, I ſhall not ſwell this above the 
Power of moſt mean People to purchaſe it. 
However, I ſhall hint one Thing to our Diſ 
ſenting Brethren, not a little remarkable, viz, 
That the Government of England, the Church 
of which is eftabliſh'd under Epiſcopacy, hath 
granted Toleration to all Opinions of Diſſenters, 
which, tis well known, that not any one of 
them, when uppermoſt, would grant to any. 
Therefore, my Brethren, if the granting Liberty 
of Conſcience, be in it ſelf an Act of Condeſcen- 
fron, Good Nature, and Chriſtian Charity; then 
it muſt be own'd, that the Church of Eng- 
land, under the Government by Biſhops, has 
more Humility, more Humanity, and more 
Chriſtian Love, than all the ſeveral Se&s, taken 
together, of which the Separation is compos'd; 
which ſhould” induce People to conſider, that 
where theſe Graces abound, they may expect 
true Piety. And I am very ſenſible, by the Ob- 
ſervations I have made for forty Years paſt, 
that thoſe that have the greateſt Prejudice to the 
Eſtabliſnd Vorſbip of the Church of England, 
are the Perſons that know the leaſt of it. 

The common People, who are generally very 
ignorant, have been taught the popular Cry 
ot Popery! Popery ! though not one in twenty 
knows what 1t means: They know not, nor 
will believe, that the Pr7eſts of Rome firſt gave 
that reproachful Epithet to the Common-Prayer, 
cn purpoſe to make the unthinking People abhor 
it, and then to ſeparate from it. And (God 
7 8 knows) 


„ 
knows) they have been wofully ſucceſsful here- 
in, and have ſo blinded the Eyes of many well- 
meaning People, with Relation to the Common- 
Prayer, that many of them think it to be no 
other than the Maß- Book it ſelf: And others, 
that it was taken out of the Maß- Hook. But 
if they knew the Antiquity of ſome of the 
Prayers in the Common-Prayer-Book, which. were 
of Uſe in the' Chriſtian Church, long before 
any Notion of Popery, they would, and might 
juſtly ſay, the Maſs was added to the Common- 
rayer by the Church of Rome; and that it's 
Errors were taken away at our Engliſh Refor- 
ation. 5 . : 
Scme think meanly of our Liturgy, for that 
tis call'd Common-Prayer ; but let ſuch know, 
hat good Prayers, with true Devotion, cannot 
de too common. But the moſt worthy and 
ngemous Mr. Clutterbuc k, in his Vindication and 
xplanation of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
and, has rightly defin'd the ſame z which he has 
riouſly done in few Words, by way of Queſtion 
nd Anſwer : I'll give it you in his own Words, viz, 
Q hy is the Liturgy of the Church of England, 
ld Common-Prayer? 
A. Becauſe all the Members have a Common 
tereſt; and in that Form, all of the ſame Com- 
mon, are to join. | 
This Book I have now quoted, is bound, at the 
rice of Nine-Pence, ſo that it may eaſily be pur- 
das d; and I would gladly recommend it to all 
aſters of Families, whether they be Diſſenters, 


of our own Communion, | 
VVV 


( 46 . 
Firſt, To thoſe that are not join d to the 
Eſtabliſſłd Church; for if they wonuld!firſt per 
uſe the Common. Prayer- Book, and then this Ex. 
Planation, it will plainly ſhew them wherein 
they have been mis-inform'd, with Relation to 
Idolatry or *Superſtition ; and that in the ſaid 
Prayer-Book, there is not the leaſt 'Tendency Wl : 
to either; but that all the Parts of Prayer, 
ſuch as Confeſton, Abſolntion, Deprecation, Inter. 
ceſſion, Tharkſgroig, &c. are ſo excellently laid 
together, in ſuch potbctick, and yet plain Ex- 
prefions, that may edify the meaneſt, as well as 
improve the largeſt Capacities ; being compil( 
in moſt ſignificant Words'and Phraſes ; and as 
they are adapted to all Conditions and Circumſfan. 
ces ot Man, fo they are addreſs d to the 75 
God, and Holy Timity, in the moſt proper Pi- 
ſfures, and humble Geſtures, and ſuch as be. 
come us, when we addreſs the Majeſty of Her 
den. The Romiſþ Doctrines of Indulgences, Tran: 
ſubſtantiation, Prayers for the Dead, Invocation of 
Saints and Angels; the Five Sacraments, df 
Marriage, Orders, Confirmation, Penance, and Ex 
tream Und ion, added to thoſe inſtitated by our 
Saviour, viz. Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper; 
the Super ſtition of Pilgrimages, Viſiting of Shrine, 
De of Holy Water, (as they call it) are enjoind 
by them to be believ'd, on Pain of Damnation. 
But theſe, and all other Doctrines and Matters, 
held by them diflonant to the Holy Scripture; 
are by the Church of England abhorr'd and explc 
ded ; notwithſtanding ſome. that are Enemies to 
our Church, have maliciouſty and wickedly ſus: 
geſted, that we hold the fame with the Church 
of Rome. ; 
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. Secondly, To thoſe People that are actually 
of Us, for this little Track will inflame their 
Love of it, by increaſing their Devotion, and 
will alſo enable them to anſwer all Olyections 
made againſt it. ETHER 2, 
And now, I preſume, I have ſufficiently de- 
monſtrated the Nature of Schiſm ; and by the 
Sentiments of ſeveral of the ableſt of the late 
Ae Teachers, made it appear to be not 
only a Sin, but a Sin of the firſt Magnitude, 
and not at any Rate to be indulg'd to any. 
1 émight here alſo make it appear, 1 all 
the Reform d Churches of Chriſtendom, (who have 
had a true State of the Controverſy between 
the Church of England, and thoſe Natives that 
ſeparate from it) have condemn'd and cenſur d 
moſt ſeverly, thoſe that diſſent from our 
Eftabliſh'd Church, upon ſuch trifling Plea's, that 
H granted and allow'd, would make Way for 
almoſt as many Separations, as there are People 
in the Kingdom. For moſt Perſons that pretend 
to Scruples of Conſcience, have ſuch an Opinion 
of their own Viſdom in almoſt every Matter, 
eſpecially in the weighty one of Religion, that 
nothing can be done to any Purpoſe, where 
they ſit not at the Helm, to be the principal 
Directors. But this Argument I have reſerv'd 
for a Tract of greater Bulk, which, by the 
Bleſing of God, in due Time, may appear in 
r 150 
Near the Beginning of this Diſcourſe, J pro- 
mis d to make appear the dangerous Conſe- 
quence of continuing in the Sin of Schiſn; but 
thoſe worthy Divines before recited, have, in 
their Sermons and other Writings, clearly de- 
os | monſtrated, 


8 
monſtrated, not only what is Schiſm, and its be, 
ing a Sin of the deepeſt Dye; but alſo the evil, 
Conſequences of it in every Reſpect, with Rela ak 
tion to the Peace of the Church, the Security ar 
the State, and the harmonious Agreement of the = 
People in general; to all which it is deſtru&ive;{"** 
But above all, and the moſt deplorable Conſe- 
- quence is, that it hazzards the eternal Welfare 
of Souls. Theſe Authors having ſpoken ſo ful. 
ly, have left no Room for me to ſet forth any 
Thing beyond their Aggravations. 

But I think I may add thus much, That if 
the leaſt Sin unrepented of, renders a Man li- 
able to eternal Damnation; what will be the 
Lot of thoſe that live habitually in a Sin of 
this Complexion, with ſo many Aggravations 
attending it; but, by their continual provoking 
the Almighty in this Life, to cauſe ham to pour 
out upon them, the hotteſt Vials of his Wrath, 
eternally in the World to come? Which I pray 
God they may prevent, by a ſpeedy and ſin- 
cere Repentance, for continuing ſo long in this 
Sin; and by a hearty Compliance with the 
eftabliſhd Church; by atending on its Preaching, 
by joining with the parochial Aſſemblies in the 
publick Worſhip, and Sacraments. And if they 
do this, the Church will graciouſly and affectio- 
nately receive them, we ſhall rejoyce in their 
Fellowſhip ; Party and Diviſion will ceaſe ; our 
gracious SOVEREIGN, the beſt of PRINCEes, 
will be eaſy in his Government, and happy in 
an obedient and loyal People : And our Land, in- 
ſtead of being an Aceldama, will juſtly be 
eſteem'd the Foy of the Earth. e 


Such 
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bel. Such a Compliance will render our Circum- 
ances not barely tolerable, but will exalt 
them beyond Expreſion. The Intrigues of Roniz, 
for reducing this Church (which is their princi- 
pal Deſign and Aim) to falſe Doctrine in Funda- 
mentals, and Idolatry and Superſtition in Worſhip, 
ould be vain to ſuch a Degree, that they 
ould. themſelves deſpair of ever attaming / 
? hoſe Ends, which they can never accompliſh, 
Put by the Means of our own Diviſions. And 1 
ould to God, thoſe that ſeparate from us, 
ould ſeriouſly weigh, and lay theſe Things 
o Heart, and conſider, that tis in their Power 
o prevent the Deſigns of the Tapiſts, whoſe 
opes depend purely upon our Diſagreements; 
nd who are ſecretly and continually foment- 
g them, againſt this Efabliſh'd Church. 
Such an harmonious Agreement among the 
food People of this Land, would not only (un- 
er God) ſecure the eſtabliſſid Religion of Eng- 
d, but would likewiſe be a proper Means 
> ſecure the State; for that all domeſtick 
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* ferences would ceaſe; Schiſm would for 
'© Wer be baniſh'd ; the terrible Fears of P- 
1 y would vaniſh ; the Pretenſions of the Gen- 


man at Lorrain ridicul'd; the Ambition and 
wer of France would be contemn'd, and the 
ir | itiſþ Nation flouriſh, both in Peace at Home, 
" Md Trafique Abroad, to the Admiration of the 
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plain and: eaſy Introductieſi to the Ma, 
Vulgar and Decimal, wWitk all the uſetu] © 
Yes 3! and a general Meth ef erttacti- 
the Roots of all ſingle Powers. IE Algebra; o. 
ithmetick in Species; "whetein the Method 7 
q tails and refolving Equations, is ren 
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Iz aud Hlüſtrated with Vaticty of E. 
ample, and Numerical Queſtions. Alſo th: 
whole Buſineſs of Intereſt and Annuities, &. 
performd by the Pen, and a finall Table 
with ſeveral new Improvements. III. The 
Elements of Geometry,” contracted, and Analyt. 
cally demonſtrated; with a new and eafj 
Method of finding the Circles Periphery, an! 
Area, to any aſſign d Exactneſs, by one Aqui 
tion only; allo a new Way of making Sine 
and Tangents. IV. Conic- Sections, wherein thi 
chief Properties, &c. of the Ellipſis, Parabol 
and Hyperbola, are clearly demonſtrated. 
The Tnbnericl of Infinites explain d, and ren 
deed eaſy; with its Application to ſuperfici: 
sand ſolid Geometry. With an Appendix“ 
Ward's Practical Gauging. The Second Edition 
By John Vard, Philomath; heretofore Chi 
Surveyor, and Gauger-General in the Exciſe; 1 
Profeſſor of the Mathematicks in the City of Cheſte 
Revisd by Mr. Ralphſon, and Mr. Litton « 

 « Chrifts Hoſpital. 

3 Field Spy q or, the Valking- Ohſervator, 9 
ving an Account of the Places round Iſlingts: 
with the Humours of a Bow'ing-Green, By th 

Author of the London-Spy. Price 6 d. 
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